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We welcome and need your input. This is 

our newsletter. Let’s keep it  

going as strong as ever! 

board members decided to take a much need-

ed rest from officiating and new ones of 

stepped up to accept the challenge. Our new-

ly elected officers that took place at our No-

vember meeting are: 

President—Pam Baytos 

Vice President—Merabeth “Pinky” Steffen 

Co-Secretaries—Nancy Brundage and 

Becky Borman.  

Also, as we start the New Year, Don’t Forget 

that your yearly dues are due. A form is at the 

end of this newsletter 

 

New Year off  to a good start! 

Hello and I hope everyone had a 

great New Year! As we said goodbye 

to 2017 , we start reviving our en-

gines for all that 2018 has to offer!  

2017 was a time to say goodbye to 

some of our friends but to also wel-

come new friends. Some dedicated 

 Please send any articles,  

pictures,  etc. to MGVnewsletter@gmail.com. All items intended for publication MUST 

be submitted by the 25th of each month.  



MGV Class of 2017 

In Their Own Words 

Nancy Wloch  
           My name is Nancy Wloch. I am 

delighted to have been able to become 

a new Master Gardener. I am a retired 

RN and Massage Therapist. Taking the 

classes to become a MG was always a 

goal but working made it very difficult. 

My sister actually gave my tuition as a 

retirement surprise. It was the perfect 

gift. My love of gardening definitely 

started with my mother. She always had 

a vegetable garden and we would help 

plant and tend. It was wonderful to run 

out and get peppers, cukes, tomatoes, 

lettuce and such. As I grew we had an 

annual contest to see who would have 

the first ripe tomato. She also had flow-

ers such as Portculacas, Marigolds, Pe-

onies, and climbing roses. I even tried 

to make my own perfume out of rose 

petals and water. We enjoyed experi-

menting with indoor plants as well. 

My back yard is on the edge of Mill 

Creek Park and this is a blessing and a 

challenge. I have been working to incor-

porate perennials and native plants into 

the landscaping to maintain harmony 

with the soothing park environment. Of 

course my deer friends are always stop-

ping by to offer their help with trimming 

and thinning. I certainly can’t expect 

them to understand the difference be-

tween my yard and the park. Apparently 

everything tastes great. 

I have enjoyed so many aspects of the 

MG program. The local flavors were in-

teresting. The fair was fun. I especially 

like the clinic. I have learned so much 

there and frequently felt like “a fish out 

of water.” There is always someone to 

bounce things off of and assist with 

problem solving. I like hearing that if 

you haven’t killed some plants you 

aren’t really a gardener. It is refreshing 

to discuss gardening with likeminded 

people and not bore my family to tears. 

I look forward to continued learning 

and future garden adventures.  

   Nancy Wloch—MGV intern 

 

November MGV Meeting 

Opening 

The regular meeting of the Master 

Gardener Volunteers—Mahoning 

County was called to order at 6:30pm 

on November 9th in Ohio State Exten-

sion Office by Marilyn McKinley. 

Program 

We met before the regular meeting to 

work on decorations for the tree for 

Fellows Riverside Gardens. 

Committee Business 

Wreaths Across America—Mike 

Beaudis—Veterans wreath laying cer-

emony will be held on December 2
nd

 at 

Jackson Township Cemetery.  The 

cemetery is ¼ mile north of Route 18 

(Mahoning Ave.) on Route 45. 

Fair Committee—Barb Delisio—Barb 

is looking for a new chairperson to 

take over as chairman of the commit-

tee for 2018.  She has compiled a 



notebook with all the relevant information 

needed.  Please talk to Barb, Marilyn or 

Pam if you are interested in volunteering.  

Fellows Riverside Garden—Thresea 

Harris –Tree decorating at Mill Creek 

parks tree display will be done on No-

vember 28
th
.  Decorations for the tree 

were made before this meeting.  Volun-

teers are needed to help decorate tree. 

Awards Banquet—June Nolasco—The 

annual recognition banquet will be held 

on Tuesday, December 5
th
, 2017 at Tavo-

la restaurant.  The cost will be $15.00/

person.  Flyers were mailed to all mem-

bers and reservations are due by Novem-

ber 20
th
.  The committee has been busy 

with plans to make this a fun event for 

everyone so get your reservations in ear-

ly! 

Garden Arts & Crafts—Margaret Biros-

chak--Holiday Container Class will be 

held on November 13
th
 at 1:00pm. Pots 

must be 12” or less! There will be no 

charge for Master Gardeners who come 

to help with the class.  You can then 

make your own container afterwards. 

There is a final alcohol ink class being 

held December 11th.  The project will be 

clay pots instead of tiles. 

There will be new garden art programs 

beginning in the New Year.  Watch you 

newsletter for more information. 

Clinic—Clinic is officially closed for the 

year.  We had a great year with at least 

733 questions answered which is equal 

to or more than last year.  Great job eve-

ryone! 

Coffee with the Master Gardeners—

Programs have been set up for early 

next year.  Watch your newsletter and 

email for more information.   

Committee to Review Committees—A 
new committee has been set up to re-
view all of the current committees.  Ac-
cording to the state, our organization 
needs to be looked at every 2 years as 
a way of keeping current and eliminating 
confusion as to where to place volunteer 
hours in the state system.  
 
Speakers Bureau—There is a call for a 
speaker on Prairie Gardens at the Sa-
lem Library “Art in the Park” series in 
April.  Kary Shively & Peg Zeleznik have 
volunteered. 
  
Announcements 

A slate of officers for 2018 has been vot-

ed on and we would like to congratulate 

Pam Baytos, our new President; Me-

rabeth Steffen (i.e. Pinky), our new Vice 

President and our two new secretar-

ies—Nancy Brundage & Becky Borman. 

Our new fiscal year started on Novem-

ber 1
st
—it’s time to make an early New 

Year’s resolution and get your volunteer 

hours recorded monthly!  It’s so much 

easier to record as you go than to try 

and remember everything at the end of 

the year! 

Kary Shively is heading up a new Junior 

Master Gardener program committee to 

work through 4-H.  The ages and format 

can be what we want.  There is an exist-

ing program through Texas A&M and the 

University of Tennessee that you can 

read about online.  The program can be 



done at Boardman stables.  Please 

contact Pam or Kary if you are inter-

ested in participating! 

New Mater Gardener classes will start 

in March.  Mentors & teachers will be 

needed.  Email Eric or Pam if you are 

available to help.  We will also need 

volunteers for hospitality—sign up’s 

will be available at the January meet-

ing. 

New Vindy articles are needed—

suggestions included articles on 

houseplants. 

Eric also announced that we have the 
opportunity to promote gardening on a 
live, call-in radio show.  It would be for 
1 hour, 2x a week with a total of about 
37 minutes of live calling.  Youngstown 
t.v. internet will be available for re-
search.  It would run on Saturdays
from 12-1 and 2-3 people would be
needed each week.  The location is at
the clear stations radio in Poland.
Email Eric if you are interested in help-
ing! Eric will be hosting WKBN 570
garden program for two Saturdays in
December—9

th
 & 16

th
—37 minutes of

live calling.  There is also the possibil-
ity of having a “Live from the clinic”
homey, chatty, basic program.  Please
email Eric if you are interested in help-
ing!

November OCVN Meeting 

A public meeting by OCVN’s was held 
on November 15th at the Canfield Pub-
lic Library in which  Heather Merritt, 
state and federal rehabilitator from 
Birds  in Flight Sanctuary was the 
speaker.  

She explained to the attendees about 
the many licenses required, how birds 
and animals are rescued and what is it 
like to be a rehabilitator. Her sanctuary 
is the only one in a 23 county area that 
takes birds. The highlight of the meet-
ing was when she brought the wild 
birds from their carriers. The birds 
were a Red-shoulder hawk, Harris’s 
Hawk, Eastern Screech owl and 
Barred owl. These birds had all been 
injured but were not able to be re-
leased and are now used for Educa-
tion. Ms. Merritt walked through the 
room holding each bird so everyone 
had a closeup look. It was a very in-
formative meeting that was enjoyed by 
the 126 attendees. 

Nancy Brundage—OCVN 

ODD and Ends 

Trumbull County MGV's will be hosting 
a Presentation Development workshop 

on January 18th from 9am—12 pm in 
Cortland.  The cost of this workshop is 

$5 and attendees are encouraged to 

bring their own laptop preloaded with 

Power-Point, but laptops will be 

available. 



2018 Upcoming Events  

January 22—Coffee with the Master 

Gardeners—How to Interpret Seed Cat-

alogs 

February 10th—Beech Creek Botanical 

Garden Symposium 8am—4 pm  

February 12th - MGV Open House1pm 

February 26th—Coffee with the Master 

Gardeners Backyard Maple Syrup: Tap 

Those Trees 

March 22nd—MGV classes start (If help-

ing with class, please park across the 

street at the fairgrounds if you are able to 

without any problems) 

April 14th—Spring Seminar—Details to 

follow at later date. 

MGV 2018 Meeting Schedule 

January 11 - organizational meeting—

OSUE  6:30 pm  

February 8 –TBA 

March 8—TBA 

April 12 —TBA 

May 10—Plant Exchange and Potluck, 

OSUE 6 pm 

June 14—Tentative garden tour at 

Pinky Steffen’s home 

July 12—TBA 

August 9— Finalize plans for fair 

September 13 –TBA 

October 11—TBA 

November 8—Fellows Christmas Tree 

Preparation 

December—ANR Volunteer Banquet 

OCVN 2018 Meeting Schedule TBA 

On November 29th, 2017, Michelle 

Spernak, Lil Quaranta, David Spra-

gue, Becky Borman and Pinky Stef-

fen attended a Demystifying Plant 

Diseases workshop in Wooster. Here 

are some of the pictures they 

shared.  



College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences 

Ohio State University Extension 

Mahoning County 

490 South Broad Street 

Canfield, OH 44406 

Phone 330.533.5538 

Fax 330.533.2424 

mahoning.osu.edu 

INVOICE

January 2, 2018 

Please pay the 2018 Support Fee by Friday, February 9th. 

2018 Master Gardener Volunteer Support Fee 

State dues must be paid to be reactivated in the VMS System. 

Cost 
Per 

Total 

2018 State Dues for Active Service in  
OSU Extension Master Gardener Volunteer 
Program 

$10 $10 

Total $10 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE: 
Ohio State University Extension 
Mahoning County 
490 S. Broad Street 
Canfield, OH 44406-1604 



mahoning.osu.edu

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

CF A E S provides research and related educational programs 

to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. F or more information: 

go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

Monday, February 12, 1pm

490 S. Broad St. Canfield, OH
Questions: 330-533-5538

Open House
Master Gardener Volunteer Program
Join us for some social time to talk about the program, enjoy refreshments and 

fellowship with current volunteers. We’ll share details about our upcoming training 
and help you with any questions about joining. Classes start March 22nd.

The OSU Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Program provides intensive training in 
horticulture to interested Ohio resident who then volunteer their time assisting with 
educational programs and activities in Mahoning County. Volunteers are not required to 
have gardening skills or knowledge; a passion for learning about gardening and sharing this 
knowledge with others is a must!
Master Gardener Volunteers provide such educational services to their communities as: 
answering gardening questions from the public; conducting plant clinics; gardening activities 
with children, senior citizens, or disabled persons; beautifying the community; developing 
community or demonstration gardens; and other horticultural activities.



mahoning.osu.edu

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

CF A E S provides research and related educational programs 

to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. F or more information: 

go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

R EGIST R AT IO N INFO R MAT IO N. Registration for Coffee with the Master Gardeners includes the program, coffee 

and a light breakfast, and handouts. Please mail to 490 S. Broad St. Canfield, OH 44406, fax (330-533-2424), or drop 

off the registration to the OSU Extension Office.  The program is filled on a “first come, first served basis.”

Name:

Address:

Email: Phone:

Number Attending (x $15): Amount Enclosed:

Monday, January 22

9:30 am—Coffee, Donuts, Refreshments

10 am-12 pm—Program 

Location: 490 S. Broad St. Canfield, OH

Cost: $15/person 

Details: Register ASAP – Seating is limited

Contact: 330-533-5538

How to Interpret Seed Catalogues
Start your year off right by getting your seeds in order! Join us to learn 

about reading seed catalogues and how to make the proper selection. 
Speakers: David Sprague, Barb Delisio, Master Gardener Volunteer

Coffee with the Master Gardeners



mahoning.osu.edu 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

CF A E S provides research and related educational programs 
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. F or more information: 

go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity 

R EGIST R AT IO N INFO R MAT IO N. Registration for Coffee with the Master Gardeners includes the program, coffee 
and a light breakfast, and handouts. Please mail to 490 S. Broad St. Canfield, OH 44406, fax (330-533-2424), or drop 
off the registration to the OSU Extension Office.  The program is filled on a “first come, first served basis.” 

Name: 

Address: 

Email: Phone: 

Number Attending (x $15): Amount Enclosed: 

Monday, February 26 
9:30 am—Coffee, Donuts, Refreshments 

10 am-12 pm—Program  

Location: 490 S. Broad St. Canfield, OH 

Cost: $15/person  

Details: Register ASAP – Seating is limited 

Contact: 330-533-5538 

Backyard Maple Syrup 
Who doesn’t love fresh maple syrup on their pancakes in the morning?  If 
you want to learn how to collect your own maple syrup, join us for some 
coffee!   
 Speaker: Carolyn F., Master Gardener Volunteer 

Coffee with the Master Gardeners 
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